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I'd just like to say a few words to explain my reasons for being here today but before I do
I'd should mention that I am aware of the lengths that Becton appear to be prepared to go
to preserve the integrity of the pub itself including a proposal to incorporate an art gallery
and new kitchen with live music continuing at the Espy, which has been fundamental to
music for so long. Two days ago I received an invitation from Becton to discuss thesey+•v~
and to draw my attention to certain design criteria which would minimize the effect of
overshadowing.....

But with all due respect to the architects whose artistic reputation is ironclad, I believe
there is a grass roots issue here which is a lot harder to support in the face of the
inevitability of urban development. My concern is with the diminishing power of local
government in Victoria, ...and how ordinary citizens face the very real threat of losing
what little influence they still have in controlling the quality of their lives... at the most
fundamental level of all....the buildings they live in and streets they walk on. Relations
between local and state government have deteriorated alarmingly in recent years, under
the auspices of a broadening of the criteria of development....But the effect of this has
been that when communities and their local representatives object to development on the
grounds of character, traffic problems, oveshadowing , privacy, property damage and the
sometimes wholsale destruction of lifestyle, if it happens that the development in
question
involves large scale corporate interests, the state government simply steps in and
overrides the objections because it has used its majority in parliament to create the legal
right to do so.

But all this aside...the fact remains that Becton's proposal is 38 storeys
high and no amount of reasoning, be it architectural or otherwise, can get around the
simple fact that 38 storeys is too high. There isn't a single person I've spoken to who
hasn't been alarmed by this... that's because it's a really grotesque idea. Regardless of
Becton's argument that it needs to make the site profitable given that the Espy will be left
alone, it remains to be seen that 38 storeys are necessary in order to achieve this.

Without sounding fatalistic, the Espy Alliance has a very tough job on its handsAGiven
the Kennett Government's track record, and I point to the development of Albert Park as
an example, the political climate in Victoria is hardly sympathetic to issues of local
urban character and space. Let me simply say this....defending the Espy is an issue which
needs to be taken to the people of Victoria as a whole.....to send the message that our
democratic rights as Victorians...begin locally... and if we can't hold onto them locally
then really, we have to ask the question, do they still exist?
But let me conclude on a positive note, public opinion is the most dangerous political
weapon at our disposal....and there is room for compromise....

