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Becton Corporation
Pty. Ltd.
A.C.N. 006 031581
7/470 St. Kilda Roac
Melbourne VIC 300z
Telephone 9832 90(
Facsimile 9832 909

27 September 1999

The Mayor, Councillor Dick Gross
City of Port Phillip
Private Bag 3
ST KILDA 3183
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Dear Dick,

Re:
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I am contacting you to pursue the proposal for a Working Grouf to be convened to
consider the future development of the Esplanade Hotel site.
As you are aware, I raised this issue with you in a letter dated 20 April 1999 and more
recently the proposal for a Working Group has been raised in a number of the
submissions to the Panel considering Amendment C5. I understand that the CS Panel
hearing has been completed. It would now seem an opportune time to further consider
the formation of a Working Group having regard to the Panel submissions and the
evidence assembled by the various parties for the Panel hearing.
Council's submission to the panel indicated that it was willing to facilitate a Working
Group process with Becton and representatives of the community in order to establish
appropriate design parameters for the Esplanade Hotel site. The evidence presented by
Roz Hansen on behalf of the council also supported the concept of a Working Group
subject to resolution of details on:
•

Size and composition of the Group.

•

Terms of reference.

•

Timeframe.

•

Agreement on an agenda of items to be considered in relation to the design of a
development for the site.

This approach was also supported by the Esplanade Alliance in the presentations made
by Dr John Sperings and Ms Kate Shaw. The Esplanade Alliance raised the additional
issue of an independent person to chair the Group.
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I believe it would be useful for us to meet to discuss the prospect of convening a
Working Group having regard to the matters raised in my earlier letter to you and the
issues more recently canvassed before the C5 Panel.
Becton is prepared to participate in a Working Group process provided that the relevant
issues to allow its formation are appropriately resolved and there is a reasonable time
frame agreed for the process.
There would also appear to be some advantage in considering the formation of a series
of sub-groups to consider more detailed expert areas, eg parking, traffic, heritage etc
which could then report back to any Working Group.
Finally, I am aware that Mr John Lawson Chairman of the Joint Working Group on
Gateway to the Bay and Neighbourhood Amendment C5 advised the C5 Panel that the
Group did not have an opportunity to consider the issue of the Upper Esplanade in any
significant detail. I therefore believe that it would be appropriate for any Working Group
considering the Esplanade Hotel site to proceed without the constraint of any
observations arising from the June 1999 Joint Working Group Report.
I would appreciate it if you would provide your thoughts on the matters raised herein so
that we may proceed with a further meeting to discuss the concept of a Working Group
far the Esplanade Hotel site.

Regards,

HAMISH MACDONALD
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