
ESPLANADE ALLIANCE 

WHAT IS GATEWAY TO THE 
BAY? 

Gateway to the Bay is a strategic plan 
produced by the State Government. It is on 
public display until 30 April. 

The plan proposes that St Kilda and Port 
Melbourne should become areas of future 
high rise development. This policy 
contradicts existing and proposed height 
controls which have the support of the local 
community and Port Philip Council. 
Gateway to the Bay is a direct challenge to 
the planning authority of Port Philip Council 
over the foreshore. 

Just as Becton did in the proposal for a 
skyscraper tower behind the Espy Hotel, the 
Gateway plan implies that St Kilda and Port 
Melbourne are bookends, framing the city 
from the sea. It suggests that they should 
have landmark buildings — defined as high 
rise towers. 	This is a contrived and 
dangerous document which threatens the 
scale and amenity of Melbourne's foreshore. 
It is opportunistic logic, designed to support 
a range of powerful developer interests and 
proposals which breach the existing Port 
Phillip Planning Scheme. 

HOW WILL IT AFFECT ST KILDA? 
Gateway to the Bay is the Government's 
method of paving the way for approval of 
the Espy Tower and other similar 
developments.  

Most people will recall that Becton 
Corporation submitted a planning proposal 
for a 38 storey residential tower on the site 
behind the Esplanade Hotel last year. The 
proposal was refused by unanimous decision 
of the Council. If the state government 
strategy to allow high rise in St Kilda is 
approved, the Council will not have the 
power to refuse a permit for the Espy Tower 
and other similar developments. 

WHY NOW? 
The timing for launch of the Gateway 
blueprint for high rise development in St 
Kilda and Port Melbourne is important. 
• Council has been working on an 

amendment to the planning scheme for 
three years. The amendment is known as 
C5. One of its key objectives is to 
preserve height controls for St Kilda and 
the rest of the municipality. C5 comes 
before a state government panel for 
review in May or June of this year. The 
government's tactic in issuing a new 
planning strategy NOW is clearly 
directed at influencing the decision of 
the panel to reject Council's 
recommendation for height controls, and 
to support high rise development on the 
foreshore. 

• There are five skyscraper developments 
at various stages of planning proposal to 
Port Philip Council at this time. 
Gateway opens the door for approval of 
these and other high rise plans. 



WHAT IS THE PROCESS? 
1. Gateway to the Bay is on public 

exhibition until 30 April. Objection or 
comment may be submitted to the 
government up until that date. 

2. The Panel Hearing will take place in 
May or June and will consider both the 
Gateway strategy and Council's C5 
Amendment. 
The panel recommends changes to the 
planning scheme to the state 
government, which has the final decision 
as to what will be included. 

This is a matter for the state government 
to decide. Port Philip Council has made 
its recommendations, after extensive 
consultation with the community. It is 
the state government which must be 
convinced to protect the integrity of our 
foreshore. 

WHERE CAN I GET THE 
"GATEWAY" DOCUMENT? 

• The document can be purchases from the 
Department of Infrastructure for $20; or 

• Viewed at Council offices and libraries 
in Port Philip 

WHAT CAN I DO? 
The panel outcome, and the final decision by 
the Government, will affect the shape of St 
Kilda and the character of this community 
for generations to come. It's crucial that 
residents make a submission to the  

panel, and appear in person at panel hearings 
if possible. 

If you wish to object you can - 

Object to the Gateway proposal for high rise 
• Write a brief submission to the State 

Government opposing high rise 
proposals in the Gateway plan. Write 
to: Ms Sophie Paradiss, Urban Design 
Unit, Dept of Infrastructure, PO Box 
27974, Melbourne, 3001 

Seek an opportunity to appear at the Panel 
Hearings to express your objection in 
person 
• Include a request to appear at the hearing 

in your letter of objection 
Note: appearance at the panel hearing is 
optional — you do not have to appear to 
object! 

Write to local MPs 
• Write/phone the Government MPs in 

the Port Phillip area: Ms Leonie 
Burke, MLA for Prahran, 258 Chapel 
Street, Prahran 3181, ph: 9529 1733; Ms 
Louise Asher, MLC for Monash, 224 
Clarendon Street, South Melbourne 
3205, ph: 9690 9569; Mr Peter 
Katsambanis, MLC for Monash, 398 
High St, Prahran 3181, ph: 9529 8334 

EA will provide assistance to 
anyone who wants to make an 
objection or prepare a submission 
to the Panel Hearings. Contact us 
on 95346734 or 95341926. 

Join Esplanade Alliance: 
send your contact details and $5 to Esplanade Alliance, PO Box 1099, St Kilda 3182 

esuyallianceAyahoo.com 	 www.vicnet.net.aui--espall 


