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Discusses the ongoing struggle by the owners of the Esplanade Hotel to protect and maintain the 
Hotel; the Hotel needs protection because of its institutional history in Melbourne and contribution to 
the musical industry; discusses plans by the Esplanade Alliance group to form a charitable trust to 
purchase the pub; Council's approval of a ten storey building behind the Esplanade Hotel; discusses 
Planning Minister John Thwaites' policies on the approval of sites such as the arts and community 
precinct at Abbotsford and the House of The Gentle Bunyip in Clifton Hill and suggests development 
blackmail; discusses large US philanthropic sector in regard to heritage protection; discusses new 
Metropolitan Planning Strategy. 
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Discusses the Esplanade Hotel; its role in Melbourne culture... 
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Discusses the Esplanade Hotel; its role in Melbourne culture and its support of the independent 
music industry; the Hotel's history of this dating back to the touring of US jazz musicians in the 
1920's; 1920s owner owner Thomas Carlion(*) supporting local musicians; Becton(*) owning the 
Esplanade; Becton proposing a 38-storey tower on the site; efforts of the Esplanade Alliance in trying 
to protect the site from redevelopment; studying the protection of culturally-significant sites; strict US 
laws on this topic. Cont. 
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